Introduction
The subject matter of this inquiry -Central and Eastern Europe -has been notoriously difficult to defme. It is a frontier region, physically part of Europe, but on the edge of it and not fully integrated with it. The region's name, what and whom it encompasses, and its physical and social geography have all been fundamentally influenced by global politics. In this article, the terms "Central and Eastern Europe" and "accession countries" are used synonymously to refer to the post-communist European countries that joined the European Union (EU) in May 2004 (that is, Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Slovenia, Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania). We use these terms not to imply an essential sameness among either the eight new EU members or all post-communist European countries, but to recognize that these countries share a similar position in the mainstream western discourses' 1 of development and underdevelopment, security and threat, and Europe vis-avis Eastern Europe.
A diversity of peoples have settled in the Central and East European region, but they rarely live in consolidated and clearly defined territories. Empires, both modern and ancient, only further promulgated the migration and mixing of people. To control and to protect their populations, states put up both hard (i.e., physical) and soft (i.e., permeable) borders. The most notable of such borders -not least for its longevity and severity -was the barbed wire fence of the Cold War, which demarcated a clear dividing line between Eastern and Western Europe. An entire generation of people both within and outside of Europe grew up with this blatant separation deeply engraved in mind (and body) that extended well beyond Europe to international scope, generating other, similar barriers. Today, this division, along with its attendant connotations of security, development, and identity, has been re-framed in the process of European integration. The division of East and West is also re-conceptualized in a global arena of supranational spaces, such as the EU formation. Supranationality (or post-nationalism or supraterritorialization) all refer to a distinctive character of contemporary globalization, signifying a higher permeability of borders and its transformative power over identity. 2 2 The resulting narratives in and of accession countries are mutually constituted as they integrate, to various degrees, domestic, regional, international, and global considerations. The indeterminate nature, or changing determinetion, of the Central and East European location has had a fundamental impact on the shaping of political identities in the region. 3 This article investigates the ways in which the EU enlargement discourse is framed by the construction of a stable .and secure Europe and an unstable and insecure Eastern Europe. The concept of security is a keyword in this discourse. We understand security in a broad sense, including both the military aspect of negative peace (i.e., lack of war) and the social-ecologicalpsychological aspects of positive peace (i.e., absence of structural violence). 4 4 
